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Mike's Mutterings -
As I write this I am freezing! I hope the rest of you are warm
and snuggled by a fire or heater.

Those of you who were able to visit our sheds on our recent Open
Day would have noticed the high quality tools and machines we
have acquired. This is thanks to the generous donations and
grants we have been given by you since the end of last year, and
also to the careful selection undertaken by our experienced
members. Our latest acquisition is a thicknesser which is able
to take a rough plank, and produce a smooth, almost glossy
piece of timber out of it. I haven't been able to see it work yet,
but by the excited squeals of delight and dancing around it, I
understand it has been well received. I am hoping to see its
effects on a plank of swamp kauri which Athenree House has
asked us to help them with.

Our paid-up membership is now forty-six. The Sheds are busy
with more and more members working in them. The air of
conviviality and support is very noticeable. We are planning
to contact those who have expressed an interest in our club

to see how we can help them to become more involved. We have
several projects on the go or being planned where we can use
extra hands. A major one is a bird hide on Cooney Reserve
done in partnership with Friends of Cooney. Keep visiting this
reserve and before long you will see a lot of plantings, and the
hide in which you will be able to unobtrusively watch the birds
there, doing whatever birds do.

If you wish to get our help with an item you may want mended,
please bring it down to the Shed when we are open, and ask to
see a supervisor. In that respect you may be able to help us.
We were donated a couple of arm chairs recently that were

left outside but under shelter. We advised the donor we were
unable to use them, but before she could pick them up again,
they had disappeared. The Mystery of the Missing Chairs
continues — not because of the value — but because it intrigues
us. If you can help our local detectives to solve this, we would
be most grateful. So we can write the final chapter.

In August we will be having our AGM, but more of this in July.

Keep safe and happy .........
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Member Profiles - Each month we profile two members, so that we all get to know each other a
little better - this month it is Allan and Rob.

Allan Hughes - Shed Secretary

Allan comes from a family with a strong union background — his father being
a coalminer in England, and then working for the Railways after emigrating
to NZ in 1948 -and both parents being regional executives of their respective
unions for a number of years.

Allan started a degree in accounting at Otago University, before discovering

that it was not for him. After graduating, he started work in the industrial
relations field with the Employers' Association (or the 'dark side'). He spent the resf of his career

working in Human Resources, Industrial Relations, Mediation and Recruitment — primarily on the employer

side, except for three years representing employees, and eight years in the middle as an Employment Mediator.
These positions included Head of Employee Relations at Shell Todd during the $1 billion Maui B Gas Platform
Construction Project; Employment Relations Manager, and then Acting Head of Human Resources at Capital

and Coast Health Board, while the Board was going through a major crisis; and mediating around 1200
employment disputes. Allan currently works part-time helping School Boards and Principals with their
employment issues. He believes that if he can support Principals to do their jobs better, then schoolkids futures
can be significantly improved. Allan says that while he is not overly practical, and is slow to learn practical tasks,
his interest in the Shed is to use his skills to work with others to make the Shed a success, both for members and
potential members, and our community. Allan's connections to his immediate and wider family are very

important — in particular his wife Pamela, 4 children and several grandchildren.

Rob Lyons — Shed Supervisor

Born in Invercargill, Rob started his working life as an apprentice joiner, and then| &=

joined TISCO as an aerial installer, giving him a taste of working outdoors and
traveling all over Southland. In 1975 the Fire Service was changing their shift
systems and needed 15 more staff, so Rob signed on and headed to Dunedin for
training — joining a group of 20 somethings who at the end of the day ran to
Moana Pools at the top of Dunedin's hills, then back to the London Lounge Hotel
for dinner. His first day as an operational fireman was huge as Invercargill had
one of its biggest fires for years. After meeting his wife Hilary a year later, they transferred to the

Rotorua Fire Brigade, and then back to Invercargill 18 months later. After the arrival of their first son, they
bought a doer-upper house, and on day one moved 30 dozen empty gin bottles out of the place.

Their second son came along a couple of years later, and in 1986 they transferred to Auckland Fire, so the boys
could start school there. Auckland Fire was a magnificent experience, teaching Rob a lot of life skills that he
uses today. This included attending a lot of major incidents all over the region, and a secondment to the Fire
Control Room, where all the 111 calls to Fire were answered. In between times, he and Hilary started a business
called Eagle Alarms Eastern Ltd, and he was working as a permanent fireman and at the alarm company at the
same time — installing security alarm And CCTV systems. He left the permanent Fire Service in 1996,
continuing in the Howick Volunteer Fire Brigade, as his company built up enough to give them a good lifestyle.
He stayed with the volunteer fire brigade until 2107. In 2020 they sold the business, and home in Mellons Bay
and moved to Omokoroa. They purchased two Sections in Harbour Ridge, and a house in Lynley Park to live in

while their new house was built. Rob and Hilary love their life in Omokoroa, and fined the people very friendly.



There's an art to it........

An on-going project at the shed is some art forms being made for a local artist. What starts out as a sheet of
MDF gets transformed into a geometric shape, which the artist then paints to create an artwork. John Greig
has led the project, which has involved building a jig on which to create the form, creating templates for each
different shape, each with bevelled edges, to build a seamless form (shown left above). John has been passing
on his knowledge of the project, and Steve Raymond (shown above setting up the jig) has accepted the challenge.
The final product is three dimensional art as shown on right above. Meticulous work is required from everybody
for the final outcome.

Wine anybody?

John Butt has turned to some metal work, producing these wine glass holders — of course it could be juice!
Every car boot needs one or two for those family picnics at the beach. Just push into the ground, sit down,

Just $10 each at the Shed.
Buy now for Xmas!

Our website is out there!

Open it!
Bookmark it!
Visit it!

Thanks to Ben from Shotbro
Design for his help.



http://www.menzshedomokoroa.org/
http://www.menzshedomokoroa.org/

CONTACT US

President - Mike Hayden This Month

Mobile 021 247 8057
Our latest purchase, a thicknesser

has arrived. Different to
traditional designs, this beast has
a spiral cutter head, which
translates into a much smoother
cut with less chippings, as well as
a significantly much quieter
operation than similar machines.
We can't wait to get it unpacked,
assembled, and into action.
Thanks to Omokoroa Centre Trust,
and Fresh Choice Omokoroa for
their support for the shed, which
enabled this purchase. Thanks
also to Omokoroa General
Carriers who delivered it from
Auckland at no cost, and Pacific
Coast Kitchens for the loan

of the fork hoist to get it

into the shed.

Secretary - Allan Hughes
Mobile 027 757 7109
FIND US

Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first
Driveway on the left).

And on line
facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa

www.menzshedomokoroa.org

3 Our ride-on mower was a bit deflated this month with a flat tyre.
Thanks to Steve at Omokoroa Tyre and Alignment in Hamurana

OKOROA Road, there was a quick fix at no cost,
Part of your community

which we can place on all our

products. These are easy peel
OKOROA so that the products are not damaged
if the sticker is removed.

MEN Zs ED We have had vinyl stickers made
-~

The Shed is open - Part of your community
9a.m. to1l p.m.

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

MENZSHED TRIVIA

How many Menzsheds are there in New Zealand?

Although not all Menzsheds are affiliated to
Menzshed NZ, it seems that there are about 116
Sheds throughout the country.

How many menzsheds are there in the world?
It is estimated that the number of Menzsheds
globally

is about 1800, supporting 100,000 men.

Where was the first Menzshed?
The first menzshed (by that name) was opened in
Tongala, Victoria, Australia on July 26 1998.

Tongala is a town in the Goulburn Valley « What age are menzsheds for?

region of northern Victoria, Australia. The The Shed aims to support older men aged 50 and over
town is in the Shire of Campaspe local who may have experienced life changing events. Such
government area, between Kyabram and as redundancy, retirement, bereavement, and mental
Echuca, 225 kilometres (140 mi) north of the or physical ill-health.

state capital, Melbourne. At the 2016 census,
Tongala had a population of 1,926.
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