
Issue eleven 

 

December 22 

                                       

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

  

 

  

                                             

    

 

 

Mike's Mutterings  
 
 

                                                                 

                                                                           

It was great to see what a success we had at our first go at the Market early this month.  

Many thanks to Bill, Jerry and Andrew for promoting what we do by manning the stall 

and earning some money for us.  I understand Jerry’s cutting boards went particularly 

well.  Well done, Jerry. 

As you know we keep adjusting and improving the way we operate.  As we find a 

situation which could develop into a problem, or which is beginning to irk members, we 

alter or create a policy to fix it.  To help keep us happy please keep to our policies, 

especially the Health and Safety ones, and be considerate of our other members. 

On this note three situations seem to be developing lately.  One is the refusal of some 

members to tidy up after themselves.  If you don’t clean up your mess and put away the 

tools you were working with, then someone else has to. This is usually the Duty Super 

and the last ones to leave.  Frankly, this is selfish.   

Two others are the control of bench space and tools, and the use of disposable items for 

personal projects.  While we have no problem with members working on their own 

projects – after all, that is one of our reasons for existing – we need to remember that 

other members are subsidising us when we use disposable items.  The committee will be 

considering this at the next meeting and will come up with a policy for when and how 

the cost of disposables, such as glue and sandpaper, nails and screws will be recovered. 

Having had a grizzle, let me say that there is a great atmosphere at the Shed.  As I’ve 

noted before, Smoko is a pleasant time to enjoy each others company and solve the 

world’s problems.  It is also a great opportunity for new members to meet the rest of us.  

Please make them welcome. 

I’m sure you will have planned a great Christmas with family and friends.  I will be 

spending Christmas Day at Omokoroa doing the usual – eating, drinking, reading, 

eating and drinking again, and probably sleeping, before I need something else to eat or 

drink. 

If I don’t see you before then, enjoy what you do most. 

Mike Hayden 



Member Profiles  -  Each month we normally profile our members.   This month we discovered  

another gem, with hidden skills that we didn't know about.   Meet Dick Megchelse, Shed Supervisor 

  I was asked by the editor of our newsletter if I could do a condensed version of my life thus  

far - a bit like condensed milk that you can get in a can I suppose, fluid and sweet? 

 

My parents decided to leave Europe after WW2 to find a better life for the family.  Not 

knowing a word of English they settled on NZ, and have never regretted doing so.   I came  

into this world back in the "fifties", the youngest sibling in a family of eight children. 

Although born in Taranaki (yes, I am the only "Kiwi" in the family), I had my school years 

in Auckland before returning to Taranaki, to begin an apprenticship as an electrician,  

then believe it or not, back to Auckland working as a "Sparky" for Heatway Industries Ltd.  

 

My interest has always been in the emergency services, I applied to join the Police at one stage as I'd always 

liked the idea of being a "dog handler", however one of the criteria for doing so was the need to be married - 

that ruled me out! 

 

I decided that maybe I could become a "Fireman" instead, I managed to pass the initial process, but before 

the final selection I'd broken my nose while playing rugby.  Consequently I couldn't do the final physical test, 

and in doing so was relegated to the final ten applicants (out of four hundred) to be taken on in the next 

intake. During the following waiting period an opportunity arose to join St. John Ambulance as an 

"ambulance officer" (some people called us "driver's", but it is a lot more involved than that). 

For over forty years I have served as a "frontline" ambulance officer, half of which was spent in Auckland 

and the rest here in the Bay of Plenty.   I was the first "paid" officer in Katikati, commencing in 1999 and 

continue to work there on a part time basis currently.  

 

I have been blessed with some practical skills, and when the Menzshed began here in Omokoroa I thought it 

was a good phase in my life to put them into use for our community and to enjoy the comradeship of the 

other members. 

  

If you are looking for something to do and to make some great friendships. I encourage  you to come along 

and see what it's all about.  Everyone has something to offer to others, maybe you could come and get 

morning tea ready  - “I'll have my coffee with some of that condensed milk, thanks!!” 

 

 

Just a 'minute'............       Notes from the Committee meeting 14 December 

 
 After the successful wood turning classes run by Les, he has recommended that we look at purchasing new 

lathes so that good quality work can be done.   Quotes are to be obtained for consideration. 

 

 An audit of our Health & Safety procedures was completed by Peter Smith, to see if we comply with the 

requirements adopted by councils for contractors.   Some issues were identified, and Peter has been asked to 

be the Health & Safety Co-ordinator to recommend amendments to our procedures. 

 

 Approval was given to purchase a pentograph (or pantograph),  and a sign carving machine has been  

ordered.   Approval was also given to purchase a second hand lap top for the Shed, subject to it being suitable for  

our needs. 

 

 The container proposal was parked as it was felt we are not yet ready to follow on this track.   Further  

discussion will pursue the options for another site and a purpose built shed. 

 

 We now have 45 paid up members.   New members approved this month are Chris Percival, Nigel Williams, 

Alan Lacey, and Jeremy Whitham.   Welcome aboard guys! 

Holiday Opening Days 
The Shed will close for the festive season.   Last day Tuesday 

20 December.   Re-open Thursday 5 January. 



 

  

Thanks to our sponsors and supporters: 
Pests, pests, and more pests – traps – and Des...... 
 

Des has featured in a number of our newsletters  

to date.   He is our “Most Mature” shed member 

(just turned 94) and makes significant contributions 

to our shed and pest control.   He is currently doing 

a project making 30 pest traps, with help from 

other Sheddies, for the Whakamarama Pest Library. 

He has made hundreds of pest traps over the 

years. 

 

It is interesting to see how he got into this area, and 

what differences this has made.   Years ago, he was 

a volunteer for the Shakespeare Park Society - at 

the end of Whangaparaoa Peninsula.    At that 

time they had 20-30 volunteers.   Now the Society 

have a predator free fence, over 400 volunteers, 

and have recently introduced kiwi into the park - 

which have produced offspring. 

 

Many of the volunteers are school children.   These 

children are gaining knowledge and confidence, 

and growing into good citizens.   Overall, what an 

achievement, both for protecting flora and fauna,  

and contributing to children's lives. 

 

More recently, Des has been a volunteer with The 

Blade, making hundreds of pest traps over the last 

five years, as well as nesting boxes for riflemen,  

robins, morepork, and other birds.   The traps keep  

the pest population down, and the nesting boxes  

provide protection for these birds.   The variety of  

traps used by The Blade – including Des' ones - last  

year caught 10 hedgehogs, 1946 rats, 24 stoats, 757 

possums, 5 weasels, 1 ferret, 404 mice, and 13 wild 

cats.   The Blade has many volunteers, who put 

in many hundreds of hours placing and regularly 

checking these traps and nesting boxes. 

 

It is great to see what a difference traps and nesting 

boxes make to our bush and our bird population. 

As a tramper, when I go into the bush, it is fantastic 

to see native plants flourishing, and see and hear 

our native birds. 

  Thanks, Des, for all your work. 

     

   Allan Hughes 

 



The Shed is open  -   

                     9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

CONTACT US 
 
President  -  Mike Hayden 
        Mobile 021 247 8057 
                    mchayden@xtra.co.nz  
        
Secretary  -  Allan Hughes 
        Mobile 027 757 7109 
        54days@gmail.com 
 
FIND US 
 
Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first 
Driveway on the left). 
 
                  And on line 
 
  facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa 
 
      www.menzshedomokoroa.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There are no trivia questions this month – just some observations......... 

  

In case you feel bad about missing your exercise today, ponder this: 

 The inventor of the treadmill died at the age of 54. 

 The inventor of gymnastics died at the age of 57. 

 The world bodybuilding champion died at the age of 41. 

 The best footballer in the world, Maradona, died at the age of 60. 

 James Fuller Fixx, credited with helping start America's fitness revolution by popularizing the sport of 

      running, died of a heart attack while jogging at the age of 52. 

 

BUT 

 The KFC inventor died at the age of 94. 

 Cigarette maker Charles Winston, died at the age of 102. 

 The inventor of opium died at the aged of 116, in an earthquake. 

 And the Hennessey Liquor inventor died at the age of 98. 

 

How did smart people come to the conclusion that exercise prolongs life? 

 

The rabbit is always jumping up and down, but it lives for only two years, and the turtle, that doesn't  

exercise at all, lives 400 years.   Get some rest, chill, stay cool, eat, drink and enjoy you life! 

 

BE HAPPY & HAVE A GREAT TIME OVER THE 

FESTIVE SEASON! 

 

Look out for the next newsletter in February 

On Saturday 3 December we held our first stall at 

the monthly Omokoroa Market.   Bill, Jerry and Andrew 

manned the stall, which Bill said was well attended.   We  

had a variety of goods on sale, and our knife sharpening  

service, which together netted about $450.   Bill said that 

there was a lot of interest in our stuff, and items that sold 

were varied, including chopping boards, christmas tree, rat 

trap, and tui feeder. 

The members enjoyed the day, and from  talking to the 

public 3 new member applications were received. 

Due to Christmas there will be another Market Day on 17 

December, and Bill says, “We'll be there!” 
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