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Mike's Mutterings 
  

Thank you, again, Peter, for putting together another great Newsletter.   Unfortunately, I didn't get any of 

the answers right in the quiz.   I'll have to improve on my trivia bank.   And, having read the profile on 

Michael Galloway, I have realised that he is my neighbour.   Sorry Michael.   We had met but you are hidden 

behind the flourishing ginger (currently my cyclone protection barrier) at the top of my section, and I 

didn't recognise you. 

The Matakana Island visit was very interesting and well worthwhile for our club.   There is an excellent 

report on it in this Newsletter.   For about four hours Andrew was kept busy with knife sharpening, and was 

probably the most popular person on  site.   As it was my first visit to the island, I was very interested in what 

it looked like, and met some interesting and fun people, some of whom had traveled from Auckland.   I hope 

we have established a connection with the five hapu on the island, which will be to our mutual benefit. 

As we develop, we are finding minor organizational problems which we fix as soon as they become apparent. 

Some of these are related to machinery and health.   I would ask you to please follow our safety rules, and 

to also tidy up before before you leave for the day.   If you don't do it, someone else has to, and your reputation 

as a great guy becomes quickly smeared.   All of us, whether new members or old, should view the video on 

Induction noted later in the Newsletter.   It's usually the one who says, “I know all that”, who needs it most, 

I've found. 

It's pleasing to see us expanding into helping youth through our new contact with Omokoroa No.1 School,    

While we are at a conception stage, this should be of benefit to both us and the school   I hope it will expand. 

Finally, thank you Gerald for your work on the lizard.   You could now be known as a Lacertilian, or a Saurian, 

but definitely not a Squamatan as that includes snakes.   See, my trivia is not completely empty.  

 

 

                                                                 

                                                                           

Mike Hayden 

STOP 
PRESS!!! 

Last Saturday the  
Whakamarama Pest Library  
picked up the balance of  
their 30 stoat trap order - 
 
Their feedback - “The traps 
were the best quality they 
have ever received!” 

 

WELL DONE TEAM!  



Member Profiles  -  Each month we normally profile our members.   This month we learn about Michael  

Galloway, who puts his hand to most anything each week........ 

  

 
 

“I lived in Auckland until my retirement, having been employed in production management 

roles in the food manufacturing industry for twenty years, and cosmetic manufacturing for 

thirteen years. 

My first experience of Omokoroa was in the early 1950's, staying at my uncle's beach 

house at the beginning of Omokoroa Beach Road (now Omokoroa Road), during some 

of my school holidays.   At that time, the small village of Omokoroa comprised about 

fifteen basic baches, and about six permanent residents' houses, in substantial homes, 

with no beach store, and gravel roads from Waihi to Omokoroa, and on to Tauranga.   In  

about 1956, my parents bought a primitive bach on Omokoroa Road, which my sister still  

owns.   This allowed us to come to the beach on a regular basis, with the excuse 

to mow the grass before it was too long, but also as children for most of the school  

holidays. 

After I left school I represented Auckland in track and field for about nine years, in the 

100m, 200m, and 4 x 100m relays, where I would get to the final races in these events at  

the New Zealand Amateur Athletics Chamionships. 

After I retired from work I came to Omokoroa to live as a permanent resident, and as a 

retirement project I spent over six years building the bright red and yellow catamaran, with 

its large wing mast, which is moored on the Esplanade side of the bay.   Many years earlier 

I built a small red off the beach catamaran that I sailed around the harbour for over 

thirty years. 

When the MenzShed of Omokoroa was just getting started, I volunteered to help paint the 

outside of our current buildings, and enjoyed doing this to the extent that I joined 

the group as soon as I could.” 

Michael's catamaran is a Malcolm Tennant “Red Shift” design, 
which means “faster than the speed of light”.   It is capable of 
22 knots (40.75 kph), but Michael has eased off at 18 knots. 

Michael's other pride and joy, is his Alfa Romeo Sprint GT 
Veloce, which he has owned for thirty five years, and was very 
technically advanced for its time.   It was built in late 1966, and  
first registered In New Zealand in January 1967.   And the specs..... 
twin overhead cam, 5 speed gearbox, disc brakes on all 
wheels.   Motor, gearbox case, differential case are 
all aluminium.   1600cc, 109hp, top speed 185 kph, 0 to 
100 kph in about 10.3 seconds. 



 

  

Thanks to our sponsors and supporters: Just a “minute”...... 
 

Items from the minutes of the committee meeting on 

21 February - 

 

 Internet connection – Rob and Ivan have done a 

lot of work on this, and it almost complete. 

 

 A lathe has been purchased from David Wood, and 

approval has been given to purchase John Knipe's lathe. 

 

 Waitoa Land Group needed 30 traps ready by the 

end of the month.     We have 28 more in progress for 

Whakamarama Pest Trap Library. 

 

 A decision was made not to purchase a trailer that 

had been offered for sale.  Since the meeting a local 

hire company has made available a trailer to use 

free of charge as required. 

 

 Omokoroa No. 1 School has approached the Shed to 

assist in running an extension programme for 2-4 

Intermediate age students for one term at a time.   Len, 

Bill Boulton, Peter Smith and Peter Ehrlich have 

offered to help set up and run the programme.   Agreed 

to proceed. 

 

 Approval was given to purchase a new router table, 

and a suitable stapler. 

_________________ 

 
 

   

A grin of success. 

 
Gerald has been beavering away cutting, carving, 

sanding to create a small lizard which will be 

mounted on a timber plinth, to become a trophy 

for the Bowling Club. 

 

The result is version four as Gerald tried various 

techniques and had practice runs to see that 

he was getting it right.    Practice makes perfect! 

 



The Shed is open  -   

                     9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

CONTACT US 
 
President  -  Mike Hayden 
        Mobile 021 247 8057 
                    mchayden@xtra.co.nz  
        
Secretary  -  Allan Hughes 
        Mobile 027 757 7109 
        54days@gmail.com 
 
FIND US 
 
Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first 
Driveway on the left). 
 
                  And on line 
 
  facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa 
 
      www.menzshedomokoroa.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Food for thought …............. 

 

This months webinar can be viewed by Google 

search 'Men's Shed Induction & Safety Video'. 

It's only 5 ½ minutes long, so having a cuppa at the 

same time is optional.   As we have recently 

appointed a Health & Safety Officer who is 

reviewing our procedures with our supervisors, it 

is timely to just have a reminder about some of the basics.    

Before we can go in and start making “Man Glitter” (that’s  

Aussie Men’s Shed talk for saw dust), there are few things  

you need to know first to ensure everyone’s safety in the  

Shed.   This video will  run through the basics before you  

are let you loose on the tools.  

_________________ 

 

 

Brain Teaser..... 
 

1.    If you are holding a bee, what do you 

have in your eye? 

 

2.    What is a group of starfish called? 

 

3.    What colour are the stars on the NZ flag? 

 

4.    What does a funambulist walk on? 

 

5.    Who is the new Black Caps test captain? 

 

6.    What is the fastest flying bird in the world? 

 

7.   Which team won the 2022 Fifa World Cup? 

 

   

Answers - 

 

1.    Beauty.   (Beauty is in the eye of the bee 

holder!)   2.    A galaxy   3.    Red   4.    A tightrope 

5.    Tim Southee   6.    The peregrine falcon 

7.   Argentina 

Matakana Island Visit 

On Saturday 4 March the Shed  

was invited to a whanau day by 

the Te Awanui Hauora Trust, on 

Matakana Island.   This was an event attended by 

multiple health organisations, such as Plunket, the  

Hepatitis Foundation NZ, the National Bowel Screening  

Programme, the Prostate Cancer Foundation, and many 

others.   It was a reach out to the community, providing 

information and some basic checks – such as a heart health 

check.   The Shed was invited as one of our aims is 

men's health, and there has been discussion on the island 

about setting up a Shed. 

 

Mike Hayden, Bill Cahill, Andrew McWilliam, and Peter 

Smith attended.   The knife sharpener was taken along. 

As soon as the locals knew it was there, they were rushing 

home to bring back knives, some of which had seen a 

pretty hard life hunting and fishing.   Andrew took it in his 

stride, and most of the morning had a rapt  audience.   The 

team had a ferry to catch, and Andrew finished all the  

knives with a minute to spare, having spent three hours 

of non-stop sharpening.    It was well run day with a 

great community spirit, where we were made very welcome. 

_______________ 

 

On Tuesday 7th the last of the 

loading race was removed.    Local, 

Simon Priest who had previously 

offered to pull the poles out, turned 

up with his digger, and in a short 

space of time, they were lifted out. 

 

Thanks Simon – they will be put to 

good use.   They are a project waiting 

to happen. 
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