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Mike's Mutterings

One of the things I enjoy most about the Shed is visiting (not often enough) and watching members
quietly and diligently working away on their projects. Some of these are for themselves, and some
are for the community. Whatever their focus, they have support if something goes wrong, or they
need help. And morning tea is a great time for sharing ills and woes, jokes and tales. This is
what camaraderie is all about.

Recently you will have read how we are now helping No. 1 School by training its youngsters to
build some equipment for the school This is at an early stage but it looks very promising. We
hope to expand on this in the future.

Another discussion has been around women members. No decision has been made on this yet,
and if it happens, the ladies may have a day for themselves, but under the supervision of one or
two members. It's all very well for them to have their fingernails and other parts remodelled
by beauty professionals, but it messes up our floor when fingers, rather than finger nails, end up
there.

For some time now we have had discussions about extending our sheds. As we have a Caretaker
Agreement with the council, we are unable to add any structures to the existing buildings. Our
problems are storage, and the wish for some of us to have an engineering area. To overcome these,
we have been investigating shipping containers. Siting plans have been drawn up, funding and
machinery have been investigated, two suitable containers have been assessed and priced. While
we are well on the way, we do not yet have the funds to complete the project. Soon we will make

a decision on whether to complete what we can with what we have, although the committee would
prefer to complete it as one. I am confident we shall achieve this before summer.

You will notice that our AGM has been brought forward this year because two of our most
important members will be away from August. To do this legally we shall hold a Special General
Meeting immediately before the AGM to - hopefully — pass that the meeting date can be changed
this year. Also, on that note, remember that all positions are open for nominations and would
welcome this. There will be more information on the AGM coming soon.

Mibe Fayden

Steve using the biscuit
cutter to prepare wood for
a lazy susan.




Member Profiles - Each month we normally profile our members. This month we learn about Peter
Ehrlich............

Born in 1954 to an immigrant father and a NZ mother, Peter enjoyed a carefree
childhood in Newtown, where he roamed Mt Victoria, snuck into the zoo, and rioted
along with 2000 other kids at every Saturday matinee.

He was lucky enough to live overseas in the mid 60's when the family travelled by ship
to Europe for two memorable and adventurous years in Austria, his dad's ancestral home.

The first challenge to his worldview was when he saw the battle scarred buildings and
elderly amputee war survivors. That was nothing like what he had read in war comics,
and added a somber reality to his carefree life. It quickly brought home how lucky we
were to live in NZ.

During his teenage years, he was easily seduced into the culture of the early 70's. As luck would have it, he also got
his first job in the music industry — that was huge fun while it lasted, but eventually it burned out and he went on
to do a journalism course at Wellington Polytech, specializing in publishing. It was here he learned to understand
the business of media, and the power behind them, which further honed his already keen bullshit detector.

In '79 the obligatory OE beckoned, along with the promise of a job in London. However, instead of a publishing
career in the big city, his heart got 'caught' in provincial Austria — for ten years. Here, he first worked for a family
sawmill and truss business fitting roofs to new builds. They had 22 site crew, and he was the only one who hadn't
'fallen' off a roof. That might have been due to non-existent safety practices, or that beer was copiously consumed
on the job, but with those sort of odds it seemed prudent to move on. Subsequently he became a waiter, where the
hours were long, the tips were extraordinary, and the off season opportunity to travel irresistible.

Returning to NZ in 1989, with two babies and a partner in tow, the family settled in Birkenhead, on Auckland's North
Shore, where their boys also enjoyed a carefree childhood. Meanwhile, Peter teamed up with a builder doing
renovations and new builds, which led him to have a crack at extending the family home below the tree canopy.

It was a complex project which required a chopper hovering in the treetops while lowering a two piece mobile

drilling rig between the Pohutukawas. On the return trip the pilot placed the 7m poles in their holes, and

took the rig out. 15 holes and poles done in two days, and we were out of the ground. The rest of the build was a
breeze.

Around the Millineum, Peter further developed his interest in personal relationships and psychology, and
completed several courses to become a guidance counsellor. Parallel to that, he volunteered with Lifeline

as a phone counsellor, and eventually became a member of their clinical support group. It was a gritty role, but
hugely satisfying.

When the children were grown up and independent, a job opportunity
for his wife saw the two of them relocate to Brisbane. In due course,
this led to an unforgettable adventure, which involved a 6 ton 4WD
truck converted to a motorhome, and 1 % glorious years free camping
through 50,000 kms of Aussie rain forests, deserts, and wetlands, where
he and his wife got close up with all sorts of wildlife and natives alike.

Upon returning to New Zealand in 2014, the search was on a for a nice coastal village to settle in for the last stage
of a great life — Omokoroa seemed to tick the most important boxes. In hindsight it proved to be a great choice,
with a wonderful community to boot.

The MenzShed exemplifies this community, and Peter is delighted to be part of it.

Des painting the lid of a
garden frame.
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Just a “minute”......

Items from the minutes of the committee meeting on
16 May...

« New members — Clive de Koster and Jed Whitehead
were approved as new members. Welcome guys.

« A bike repairer has been spoken to, and is keen to
set up at the shed. This will probably be on Saturday
Mornings.

« Social activities — Dick Megchelse to arrange a
sausage sizzle. Another social option is visiting other
sheds, and Mike Hayden will look into this.

« The AGM will be held at 12 noon on Saturday 8 July.
This will be preceded by a Special General Meeting to
enable the AGM to go ahead in July. This is earlier
than usual and is required due to the absences of key
officers during August. Put it in your diary!

« Grants from TECT and the Lion Foundation have been
made towards the Container Project, and the result of a
third application is awaited. At the moment there is
insufficient external funding for the full costs of the
Project. It was agreed that the Shed review the cost of
the project, and consider doing some of the container
modifications required ourselves. Other applications and
quotations will also be pursued.

The partnership with the Omokoroa No 1 School is into

its fourth week. Carter and Jake are in Year 8 and attend
at the Shed every Wednesday. They have learned from
scratch - having to break up a pallet to obtain the framing
timber for the two Bean Bag Games that they are making
to take back to the school. They have gone on to estimate
the timber required, to dress the old pallet wood, to

design the game boards, to cut all the timber to size,

to drill holes in the board, and to drill and countersink
ready for sssembling the games. The project is led by Len
Riggir, assisted by Bill Boulton, Peter Ehrlich and Peter
Smith




CONTACT US
President - Mike Hayden
Mobile 021 247 8057

Secretary - Allan Hughes
Mobile 027 757 7109
FIND US

Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first
Driveway on the left).

And on line
facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa

www.menzshedomokoroa.org
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The Shed is open -
9a.m. to 1 p.m.

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Trivia Questions -

o b=

o

@

What is the first letter of the Greek Alphabet?
True or false — Dalmatians are born with spots?
What year did the Titanic sink?

What english word becomes its opposite, when
the letters “fe” are in front of it?

What is a group of jellyfish called?

Which language does the word 'ketchup' come
from?

How much salt does the average human body
contain?

What is the smallest ocean in the world?
Where were the first Commonwealth Games
held in 1930?
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Food for thought ................

This month we introduce you to “The Shed Wireless”. The
Shed Wireless podcast is produced by the Australian Men's
Shed Association, and hosted by John Paul Young for the
love of shedding. If you enjoy a 'yarn', log on to

The April 2003 podcast features

« Are You Bogged Mate? Talking about the importance of
blokes getting together to connect, to have a community of
support, and to have a few good mates that make it all
worthwhile.

e 'On The Tools' is in the garden with great tips for getting
your hands dirty during autumn.

o Shedder In The Spotlight — the story of Max Wood who
has been the president of the Leongatha Men's Shed for
about 8 years.

o 'We're On The Road' with Ken Newton the Chair of the
Australian Caravan Club with helpful information and
great tips for both first timers and experienced grey nomads.
« AMSA's Men's Health Project Officer talks about
hearing in the Shed, and making shed environments
friendlier for members with hearing loss.

o And more....

Logging on will make earlier podcasts available. It

would be worth bookmarking on your computer to

go back to on wet days during winter.....

Wondering what these are?

The Shed has been making “granny square xmas
stands” for the Omokoroa Crochet and Crafters Club.
The stands have been the work of Alan Gregory.

Two of the large stands will displayed at the Library
and Settlers Hall, while the small stands will be
displayed at TOLO and the Boat Club.

Once the squares are crocheted, they will be pinned to
the stands, which will be covered in wire netting for
the purpose.

Denis hard at work on
signage
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