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Thanks Len....

Shed stalwart, tutor, trainer, and treasurer Len Riggir, this month 

moves on to new pastures.   Len, a former Technology teacher at 

Waihi College, is moving to a village life in Botany, Auckland.  

He brought his skills to teach members how to use the wood lathe, 

to lead the project with Omokoroa No. 1 School in bringing year 7 boys

to the shed to learn some wood working skills, and to join our 

committee and wrestle the accounting system and maintain our 

financial requirements as treasurer for the last year.

Len used the Technology Curriculum in Schools as a guideline to

prepare a set of guidelines, which included a Code of Conduct 

Contract for the students while they were at the Shed.   It also 

Len talking with students at school
about how they use the shuttle boards
built by their fellow students (standing
alongside Len).

There's always two sides to history …...

On 28 March 1961, HMNZS Taranaki was commissioned in the Royal New Zealand Navy at Cowes.      Part 

of her armament were Limbo ASW mortars, which fired a pattern of depth charges set to explode around a 

submarine, (shown in the photograph).

She departed for New Zealand on 28 August 1961, and she arrived at her home port, New Plymouth, on 

October 28.   A member of her crew was our shedder David Wood.   Some media reports suggest that

                                                               30,000 people turned out to watch her arrive.    One of these people

                                                               was our shedder Peter Smith.   Peter, aged a mere thirteen at the

                                                               time, was a member of the New Plymouth Yacht Club, and proud        

                                                              owner of  P3, Pee Wee, a little seven footer – compared to Taranaki    

                                                              which was 367 feet in length.  The yacht club had decided, in honour   

                                                             of the Taranaki, to put as many boats out as they could to loosely form

      a guard of honour, and sail past.    And what happened then, was        

                                                               according to David....

                “We had planned this demonstration to show what we do if we make

     contact with a submarine, firing the depth charges to 'sink it'.

(Continued over....)

covered workshop safety, and which machines/tools the students could use.      A trial of the of the project in 

April 2003 was so successful, the project has continued ever since, making resources for the school.   

Feedback from the school was that students arrived back at the school after a session at the Shed, “Buzzing!”.

Thanks Len for your service and quiet guidance.   We wish you well on your new adventure. 



Everything was planned and programmed into our computer

system, such as it was, but we hadn't allowed for the 4000

people who came aboard, and were on the upper decking along

the port side.   It made the vessel list to port.   When the

depth charges were fired, the vessel was leaning over so  the

trajectory was different, and the charges ended up amongst

the yachts.   It cause a bit of consternation to start with, until 

we knew everyone was all right.”

Peter's version ….

“Yeah right – ya think!

This was a big event,   The yacht club which was based at the

adjacent Ngamotu Beach decided to honour the occasion by

putting up a water borne guard of honour, so as many boats as 

possible turned out.   I was in my little P class, all of seven feet,

and lined up with the bigger boats – the Zeddies and the Idle 

Alongs, and the odd shearwater catamaran.   I was a proud

13 year old.   “Boompha – boompha!”    Looked good!

Sounded good..... Holy s--t, they've fired at us!   No time to get

away, but just to look at these 44 gallon drum things flying 

through the air towards us, splashing down among us!   

Ha Ha, missed!  There was more than a bit of consternation on 

our side – think new underpants!    Did anyone come and check 

or speak to us – nah!   We just went back to the yacht club, and

muttered about the 'bloody Navy'.  At that tender age, I

didn't know the stronger swear words of today.   

David and Peter have now learned detente on the matter, and to 

smile in retrospect.

But they didn't get completely away
with it.   The cartoon above appeared 
in the Sports Post on November 4
1961, and is one of David's mementos.

New Paint Shed

The old paint shed lean to has been given

an extension.   A concrete floor was laid

with the help of Peter Ehrlich's sons, and

the construction has occurred.   It's just

waiting upgraded lighting and it will be in

use.   It allows our paints etc to be stored

more efficiently, and for dangerous goods

such as the mower petrol to be in 

separate storage.   The old section of

the shed will become the gardeners' 

storage area.



Thanks to our sponsors and supporters:
President’s thoughts……

This year has seen us commence with a few projects
that our members have been able to contribute their 
skills to.  It’s always interesting to see what comes in every 
week as folks of our community bring along their various 
items in need or refurbishment or repair.

We also have had some donations of materials and hand 
tools etc during the first two months, some of which we 
can make use of, and some that are available to the “shed’s” 
members, (if they are a double up of things we already 
have and don’t need).  Please make sure that any tools or 
equipment “borrowed” as a member must be authorised 
by a supervisor and recorded, then checked back in 
when returned.  We have had some gear go missing and 
unfortunately not returned.

We are happy to support members doing their own projects
and indeed encourage you to ask for assistance if needed, 
as there is usually someone around with the skill to help 
out – either with the use of machinery or ideas that may just 
solve that little problem you may have.  Please be mindful 
that safety is of paramount importance and on no account 
should anyone be using any of the machinery unless 
specifically trained to do so – an attitude of “giving it a go” 
is not permissible.

It's great to see the shed to house our paints etc has been
resurrected on the existing foundations. The shed 
previously used as our “paint” shed will now be able to 
be used by the gardening team to store their equipment 
and supplies. The gardens have done well, and we have 
been able to help out with produce for the “food bank”, 
as well as being able to give our members some extras 
to take home after a day at the shed.  A big thank you to 
the guys who are responsible for this.

We have had a few members with health issues lately, 
some needing hospitalisation.  If you see someone in 
need of help, either physically or in needing a brief word 
of encouragement, please make the effort to reach out 
and support them.  It is one of the main roles of why we 
are here!

Several of our committee members are planning on 
visiting a few of the other Menzshed’s within our region 
with the view of getting some ideas and ways of improving 
the way we do things to be more effective and productive.
If you have any suggestions please bring them to the 
committee for consideration.

Thank you all for your support and 
camaraderie -  let’s keep up the 
good work!

             Dick Megchelse



The Shed is open  -   

                     9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 

CONTACT US

President  -  Dick Megchelse
                    Mobile 027 297 6157
                    info@menzshedomokoroa.org

      
Vice Pres. - Rob Lyons
                    Mobile 0204740797

rob.lyons@menzshedomokoroa.org

FIND US

Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first
driveway on the left), and on line

  facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa

      www.menzshedomokoroa.org

     

Trivia Questions –

1. Which is the only continent where coffee 
grows naturally?

2. What desert is the largest in the world?

3. Finish this sporting idiom; “Roll with the 
__________”?

4. Who is considered the fastest man in the 
world?

5. When did Auckland host the Commonwealth 
Games?

6. In what year did the Chernobyl Disaster 
occur?

7. Who did Trade Me founder Sam Morgan sell 
Trade Me to in 2006?

8. What does BMW stand for in english?

9.   What country won the first FIFA World Cup in  
      1930?

10.  What is the common name for dried plums?

Answers –
1.Africa
2.Antarctic Desert
3.Punches
4.    Usain Bolt
5.    1990
6.   1986
7.   Australian media company Fairfax, for $700 

million
8.   Bavarian Motor Works
9.   Uruguay
10.  Prunes

Preparing for the winter crop …...

Jed is busy preparing the garden bed, ready for the

winter crop.   A trench is dug for spuds – seeds will be sown

in trays for spinach, broccoli, cauliflower and cabbage.

When these seedlings have developed they will be

transferred into the garden.   Also shown is a typical

box of veges that is delivered to the local foodbank each 

week.

The School Project continues......

                                    As Len departs, he has inducted 

                                    Adrian Tighe to continue and lead 

                                    the project.    In discussion with the 

                                    school it has been agreed that the 

                                    programme will start again on

                                    26 February, and each of the boys 

                                   selected by the school

will come for eight weeks, and this will continue through

out the year, with the boys making nesting boxes for

different bird species.   In addition to the wood work, this 

will also link into the numeracy and literacy curriculum

back in class at the school, as the students discuss design, 

planning, costing and “what to do with the boxes”.   

One idea being discussed is that the finished boxes could 

become a fund raising venture for other projects.   Alan will 

be assisted by Peter Smith, Bill Boulton, and Rod Galbraith.
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