MENZSHED

OKOROA

Part of your community

Issue 39 August 2025

David Wood - RIP

On Monday 4 August, one of our foundation members, David Wood, passed away
at home. He will be remembered for his quiet humour, and respect for all
members. David would be found in front of the knife sharpener, which he

had learned to use and become quite skilled at. In May 2022, his story was
featured in our newsletter, and it is reproduced below as many of our newer
members would not be aware his life story. By coincidence in the same newsletter
it is reported that the Shed had acquired the knife sharpener, with which he will

be forever linked.

David Wood
After completing High School in 1956, David joined the Royal New Zealand Navy

to undertake 3 years training in Australia, followed by 16 months at the Roval

Naval College, Dartmouth. He returned to NZ on Board HMNZS TARANAKI for

her maiden voyage home. He then continued on earning the usual seaman

officer certificates, and being appointed to various ships for various duties.

Completing 6 months in submarines, based in Sydney, was followed by a couple

of yvears in command of HMNZS MAKO, a fishery protection motor launch (which could be outpaced by the
fishing boats). Tt was a great way to experience the N7 coast, learn about the weather, and experience some
of the challenges of command. Warfare courses, 3 years on the staff of the Australian Naval College, and
other sea and shore based appointments, were followed by command of the Leander class frigate HMNZS
WAIKATO. This entailed 2 deployments to the Indian Ocean, and the opportunity to explore an area not well
known to us. In 1984 he was fortunate to be appointed as the NZ Naval Attache' to the United States, and NZ
Naval Adviser to Canada. A wonderful experience only slightly hampered by our government's declaration of
its anti-nuclear policy — somewhat reducing his cirele of friends and making the task at hand a bit more tricky.

This was followed by a couple of shore appointments as Chiefl of Naval Personnel, and Captain Fleet Support,

before retiring in 1983 in the rank of Captain. The Navy determined that he was still of some use, and signed

him on as a civilian in a variety of jobs, that benefited both.
In 2000 he retired to the village of Greytown, and then to the Bay of Plenty, One Tree Point and back to
Omokoroa. Over the years he renovated a number of houses and enjoyed a bit of wood turning. House

renovation is no longer an option, but the MenzShed will maintain his interest in working with his hands.




A look around the

Shed"-u"uuu-

The variety of work just keeps on comimg. The play centre boat was slowly rotting away. Terry
has brought “Lola” back to life, putting in a new floor, and giving it a spruce up. David has been
using his turning skills to make wig stands. These have been donated to the Cancer

Society, and were much appreciated. While he was at it, he made a bowl for personal use.

_ Gary has been stripping this old oak
dresser, bringing it back to original.

' The client, Simon, has not yet decided
how it will be dressed or polished,

but it will be a fine piece of furniture
when completed. The lads from

Omokoroa No 1 School have finished

another seven pickle ball bats,

achieving a level or workmanship that they can be proud of. They are now working on some
pinball games for the school. And then there has been the seat serial. Some outdoor furniture
was brought in, which had seen better days. We prepared some new wood, which went back to
the lady client to paint. She brought the wood back — with cake. Once the seats were put back
together, she picked them up, and delivered the matching table — with cake — to receive the same
treatment. Wait for the next instalment, will there be cake? And the little bird below? We only
made the wooden base forit. The
interesting thing is that the sculpture
itself is a local resident's artwork,

and it is made from spoons.
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President’'s thoughts......

As | write this article it's great to see the sun out and the
feeling that spring is almost here - new beginnings, and
continuation of the current benefits we enjoy, as we
continue to meet together to share and encourage each
other. It's always great to see our members applying
themselves to the various tasks that are undertaken at
the shed, either on a personal basis or those that

contribute to our community on the whole.

The recent passing of David Wood brings a reality check
that reminds us that life is short and we need to make
the most of things while we can. David had an extensive
naval career and it was always interesting to hear of
some of his experiences during that time. He will be
remembered for his humour, his dedication to the shed
as a supervisor, and his generosity. Our condolences go
out to his partner and family.

Next month we will be holding our AGM, so if you have
any suggestions/remits you would like to discuss please

let your committee know.

The new office and sales-room is working well as a focal
point for visitors to go to for their enquiries and to view
some of the products we produce. A reminder here that
we are always on the lookout for things that we can
produce and sell. If you have some ideas in that regard
please share them with us, it would be good to raise
some funds from which we can all benefit from.

My thanks goes out to all of you for your efforts,
especially to those who have specific roles, which we

sometimes take for granted.

Take care , stay well.
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CONTACT US
President - Dick Megchelse
Mobile 027 297 6157
info@menzshedomokoroa.org
Vice Pres. - Rob Lyons
Mobile 0204740797
rob.lyons@menzshedomokoroa.org
FIND US

Address: 7 Prole Road, Omokoroa (first
driveway on the left), and on line

facebook.com/Menzshed/Omokoroa

www.menzshedomokoroa.org
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The Shed is open -
9a.m. to 1 p.m.

Every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.

Trivia Questions —

1.

2.

Orly Airport serves which European city?

Norma Jean Mortenson was the birth name of
which movie star?

What small island off the coast of Dunedin
has the same name as an island off the coast
of the North Island?

The US President is always inaugurated in
which month of the year?

Which plant does latex usually come from?

What was the first town in New Zealand to be
considered a city?

What animals name translates as 'river
horse'?

What northern NZ town has a steam
locomotive on display, but has never had a
railway?

Which country of the world covers the most
time zones?

NOTICE OF AGM
Saturday 6 September
Settlers Hall - 11.30 a.m.
Important! Only financial members
may attend.

The meeting will conclude with
refreshments and finger
food.

If you are going to attend
please send a brief note to
the secretary to assist with
catering.

secretary@menzshedomokoroa.org

Welcome back to Michael Galloway who has been absent
for health reasons. Good to see you back and picking

up the tools again.

'NZ Mens Sheds News

August 2025 Edition :
The official newsletter of IP\I“EEUNZSHED

ZEALAND

The latest edition of the Menzshed newsletter is now
available.

Go to www.menzshed.org.nz/newsletters/

Scroll down and click on August. You will find national
news, and then contributions from clubs around the
country. There are lots of ideas and inspiration that
can be gained from what other clubs are doing.

Check it out!
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